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In our small group on Monday nights, we have started reading a book called “Crazy Love” by Fran-
cis Chan. The book’s premise is to challenge believers to go deeper in their love for God. His very
first sentence is this:

What if | said, “Stop praying’? What if | told you to stop talking at God for a while, but in-
stead to take a long, hard look at Him before you speak another word? Solomon warmed us
not to rush into God's presence with words. That's what fools do. And often, that's what we
ao.

When was the last time you just stopped and listened to God? When was the last time you just sat
and stared at His divine nature and invisible qualities! You may wonder, “how can we see that which
is invisible?” and you would be right in wondering that. In Romans 1:20 Paul gives us an answer, “for
since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without ex-

cusé’ (Rom 1:20 nwv).

It is stopping and looking at His creation, the wonder of His handiwork. It is seeing the billions of gal-
axies in the heavens. It is seeing the awesome design of all His animals on this planet. It is seeing His
incredible design of humans who are created in His image. Then it is saying, “WOW!" And breaking
into song: “ 7hen sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; how great Thou art! How great Thou art!’

When we stop and recognize how awesome our God is, then we will respond like the Psalmist did:

“The heavens will declare the glory of God] the skies proclaim the works of His hands. Day
after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no
speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world" (Psalm 19:1-4 nwv).

My prayer is that you will make the time for God this day, He has made time for you: *“For God so
loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have eternal life’ (John 3:16 Nwv).

www.saybrookchristianchurch.org
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Designated 275.00 20.00 120.00 to wuh others to
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UPCOMING EVENTS
4th- Nursing Home Services
5th- 7 pm Board Meeting
6th- 6:30 PM Quilt Class
Area Men’'s Meeting at Heyworth
7th- 6 pm HIN
10th- Church Cleaning Day!
12th- Covered Bridge Festival Outing
13th- 7 pm Evening WCS
14th- 6 pm HIN
17th- 1 pm Food Pantry
20th- 6:30 PM Quilt Class
21st- 6 pm HIN
24th- 7 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
25th- All Church Potluck!
27th- 6:30 pm Quilt Class
28th- 6 pm HiN Harvest Party

Quitting Class

The Quilting Class is up and running again! For the month
of October, they will meet every Tuesday evening at 6:30
pm except for the 13th (so as not to conflict with WCS.)
New members are welcome to attend! The class is free
and open to alll No prior sewing experience necessary!
No sewing machines will be used for the first couple
classes.

Evening WCS

The Evening WCS will be meeting Tuesday, October 13th
at 7:00 PM at the church. Our hostess is Belinda Landry,
co-hostess Kendra Jones.

Kendra Jones is leading our study from women of
faith,"Living a Life of Balance". Please read and study
chapters 1 and 2 for October. If you need a study book
please contact Kendra Jones so that she may order more.
Come and bring a friend and fellowship with us.

Linda Beatty, Secretary/treasurer

Church Cleaning Day!
We will be having a church cleaning day on October 10th.
Come prepared to get dirty!

Covered Bridge Festival Outing

If you would like to attend the Covered Bridge Festival,
we'll be taking a group there on the 12th of this month!
The van will leave around 7 am and return at about 8 pm
that evening. If you are interested in coming along, please
see Jeany Embry or Belinda Landry.
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Teach Me

By Carolyn Martin

My oldest grandson was always wanting to leamn.
It was not enough to just say ‘no, no’ when he
was about to touch a hotstove as a toddler. You
told him ‘no, hot, bum, hurt'. When he was three
he said, “Grandma, teach me.” He was always
asking why as he grew older. A neighbor of mine
once told me that he asked too many questions
and she didn't like it when he asked questions.
She said kids are to be seen and not heard. |
asked her how else a child was to leamn if you ig-
nore him or her and just say ‘no’ and ‘because |
said so”?

When he was four, | took him to Bible School.

He started asking questions about Jesus, the devil,
heaven and hell. He said, “l can’t see Jesus, but |
know He is in heaven. The devil can't be there, so
where is he! If heaven is up then hell has to go
down.” So Isaid, “yes, hell is down.” When he
went home his mother was digging in the dirt and
he said, “Mama, don't dig too deep, the devil is
down there!” His mother then asked what was |
teaching him.

Kids can learn at an early age so teach them Bible
lessons, answer their questions and set good ex-
amples. We never get too old to leam. Jesus
taught in parables and even his disciples had to
be taught the meaning. (Matthew 13:36-43) His
disciples also asked Jesus to teach them to pray.
(Luke 11:11-4)

We have the Bible today but sill need to be
taught many things because we don't understand
parts of it. We need to ask the Holy Spirit to help
us understand what is being said. (John 16:13, John
14:26)

As adults and Christians, let’s learn and study the
Bible so we can teach our children, grandchildren
and future generations. We can also teach by
what we do. Raymond Short was a good exam-
ple of this. When asked why he wasn't teaching a
class, he said, “l teach every day by what | say and
do.” He gave me lots of good advice when |
worked with him and my boys were in school.
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october 2009

sunday | monday tuesday | wednesday | thursday friday saturday
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Nursing Home | 3:30 pm Recharge | 6:30 pm Quilt Class 6 pm HiN 3:30 pm Recharge | Church Cleaning
Services Day!
7 pm Board Area Men's Meeting
Meeting @ Heyworth
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
3:30 pm Recharge | 7 pm Evening WCS 6 pm HIN 3:30 pm Recharge |1 pm Food Pantry
Covered Bridge
Festival Outing
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
3:30 pm Recharge | 6:30 pm Quilt Class 6 pm HIN 3:30 pm Recharge | 7 am Men'’s Prayer
Breakfast
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
All Church Pot- | 3:30 pm Recharge | 6:30 pm Quilt Class 6 pm HIiN 3:30 pm Recharge
luck following Harvest Party
church service

birthdays

2- Dave Raymer
5- Steven Tjarks
9- Mick Klintworth
9- David Feese
10- Hannah Hudson
10- Gene Stevens
14- Frank Sutter
15- Dawn Klintworth
17- Katelyn Jones
19- Wilma Gifford
20- Adam Zehr
20- Cynthia Hites
21- Cathy Kaiser
22- Charles Bridgewater
22- Faith Windle
25- Abby Kaiser
27- Cora Builta
27- Nora Builta
28- Jeany Embry
30- Robert Hill

anniversaries
5- Rick & Evie Whittet
8- Ed & Mickey Bein
11- Bob & Deb Shull
12- Jim & Sharon Carrell
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SERVANTS 104 10-11 10-18 10-25
Meditation Dick Hudson Steven Beatty Jim Dunham Michael Murphy
Serving at Jim Kern* Bob Moore* Bob Beatty* Terry Embry*
the Table Terry Embry Jim Kemn Bob Moore Bob Beatty
Servers Scott Embry Scott Embry Bryin Hunt Bryin Hunt

Ermie Howes Ernie Howes Kirk Kaiser Kirk Kaiser

James Howes James Howes Damon Kelly Damon Kelly

Buddy Hudson Buddy Hudson Bob Reiners Bob Reiners
Visitation Jim Dunham Stacy Landry Terry Embry Jim Kern

r. Church NONE Tricia Douglas Dawn Ramirez Tanya Windle
Pre-K - 1st Judy Kelly Rebecca Bradd Shaun Windle
r. Church NONE Michael Murphy Michael Murphy Michael Murphy
2nd - 4th Laura Phillips
Infants Linda Hunt Betty Zehr Jaime Kelly Susan Phillips
(0-23 Mos.)  [Angie Miller Cassie Enghausen Patty Heath Brittney Murphy
Toddlers Kim Kemn Deena Raymer Tricia Douglas Judy Kelly
(2-3 Yrs.)

Greeters Shannon & Dawn Ra- [ Betty Zehr Shaun & Tanya Win- | Vicki Carter
mirez Buddy Hudson dle Diana Stauffer

Communion | Wanda Miller Bob & Linda Beatty Bob & Marilyn Moore | Larry Kirby

Prep. Louise Feese Lorraine Kingsley

Sound Shaun Windle Damon Kelly Jim Kern Jim Kern

Projectionist | Bryin Hunt Cassie Enghausen Levi Kern Scott Embry

Worship TBA Beatty/ Murphy Bible | Beatty/ Murphy Bible | TBA

Team Study Group Study Group
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prayer requests

Prayer for Healing and Recovery: Delmar Martin, to have eye surgery October 1st; Betty Zehr, to have wrist surgery October
2nd

Other: Family of Bev Sutter, Family of Charles Bartley, Sgt Ken Shelton, in Iraq

Long- Term llness:

Samantha Burdette, brain cancer, Royce Ann Thorndyke- cancer, Francis Karr (Carolyn Martin’s uncle)-lung cancer, Cindy
Brown-Kane, cancer, Mary Clair Smith- cancer, Lori Ferguson- breast cancer, Marilyn Tjarks, Ray Hunt, Mike Coaker- brain
tumor, Gloria Peters, Renee Thomas- ovarian cancer, Doyle Kuzian- back in hospital

Our Care Center Residents and Shut Ins:

Gibson City Annex: Velma Biehl; JoAnn Harrigan
Heritage Manor, Colfax: Juanita Duncan;

Heritage Manor, Gibson City: Irene Taylor, Lillian Larson
Evergreen Village, Normal: Ruby Smith

CCAMR Group Home, Champaign: Penny Piper

Protection and Safety of Servicemen: Doug Bein; Kelly & Tim Gills; Larry Blythe; Alan Burns; Daren Cagle; Jonathan Rieches;
Bruce Withers; Stephen Castleman; Jason Jayne; David Schaefer, Irag; Greg & Leslie Durbin, Afghanistan; Phillip Wilson, Irag;

Tommy Bollar, Germany; Michael Buchanan, Iraqg

World Concems: President Obama, World Leaders, Service Men & Women, Persecuted Christians, Current Economic Crisis

The money for these missions comes in through the [ .
offering each Sunday. 15% of each Sunday’s offering is placed DOBY Oﬁcgrlng
into the mission account. On a 5th Sunday, the offering is split | Sunday, October 18th!
—4—| 50/50 between the mission account and the general fund. The
5 amounts do not reflect any Be saving up your coins because this month
O designated income. we will be taking up a noisy offering on the
Q_: 18th to benefit Shiloh Chrisitan Children’s
D) Little Galilee Christian Assembly Ranch!
o $600.00/ mo,
QO Bill Loft Mission Last month our offering went toward recrea-
; $100.00/ mo. tional equipment for Little Galilee Christian
A Lincoln Christian University Assembly. We raised $240.83, plus two |
- $300.00/ mo. watch batteries, one button, and 33 cents in
) Shiloh Children’s Christian Ranch Canadian coin that the bank will not take!
"N $200.00/ mo.
e lllini Christian Ministry The mission committee wishes to continue
E $200.00/ mo. this practice of having a noisy offering on the
Mission in India, Bemel Getter third Sunday of each month. Each month a
$160.00/ mo. different mission that we support will be fea-
Centradl lllinois Evangelistic tured.
Association
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Hope Counsglfiag,

309-531-8945 for 1
bsommer@saybrookchristianchurch.org

-Hebrews 6:19-20

"Is the Church a place where we can find “Safe People?”

In a recent study | have been working on, | came across a book by Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend, authors of
Boundaries, called Safe People. This is an interesting topic because | talk with so many people who desire close, healthy,
relationships with others who find instead, unhealthy, unsafe people. So, how do we know who is safe and who is not?

According to Cloud and Townsend:

Unsafe People Safe People

e Unsafe people avoid closeness instead of connecting. e A person who accepts me just like | am.

e Unsafe people are only concerned about “I" instead of e A person who loves me no matter how | am being or what |
“We.” (Safe people are empathic...a genuine connection is a do.
mutual give-and-take of caring that flows between individuals.) e A person whose influence develops my ability to love and be

e Unsafe people resist freedom instead of encouraging it. responsible.
“What does the person do when | tell them, no?” e Someone who creates love and good works within me.

e Unsafe people flatter us instead of appropriately confronting us. e Someone who gives me an opportunity to grow.

e Unsafe people condemn us instead of forgive us. e Someone who increases love within me.

e Unsafe people stay in parent/child roles instead of relating as e Someone | can be myself around.
equals. “I feel like a kid when I'm around them or, | feel like | e Someone who allows me to be on the outside what | am on
have to be their parent.” the inside.

e Unsafe people are unstable over time instead of being consis- e Someone who helps me to deny myself for others and God.
tent Someone who helps me become the me God sees in me.

e Unsafe people are a negative influence on us, rather than a e Someone whose life touches my life and draws me closer to
positive one. who God created me to be.

e Unsafe people gossip instead of keeping secrets. For example, e Someone who helps me be like Christ.
“It was for your own good. You are overreacting. They made e Someone who helps me to love others more.

me tell. It just slipped out.”

A Safe relationship draws us closer to God, to others, and helps us become the real person God created us to be. /n fesus
we find the best example of a Safe Person: (John 1:14) Jesus was able to Dwell or connect with us. He offered Grace, or
“unmerited favor.” It means that someone is on our side, that they are “for us.” (Rom 8:1; Eph. 4:32) He offers 7ruth,
which implies honesty, and being real with one another, and living out the truth of God.

In reality, the church is a place where we can find healing, where lives can be transformed, and a place where we also find
disaster. Unfortunately, God allows unsafe people to be in the church. (Matt. 7:22-23) There is no perfect family short of
heaven. There are however, safe churches that have a safe character; those that promote the character of Christ
through loving and grace-giving relationships. Let it be said of us that we strive to be a safe people who offer safe rela-
tionships ....... in Jesus Name.

"Henry Cloud and John Townsend. Safe People, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1995.
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The E.D.G.E

Living the Every Day God Experience
My Ebenezer

‘ “Science”
Weekly The shroud of Turin is something that | have always been interested in, a linen cloth
EVENTS: that is supposed to be the one that Jesus was wrapped in after His death on the
cross. Currently, the Vatican is in possesion of it and only allows for the occasional
B~-Team public viewing. Obviously, there are many questions surrounding the relic, however,
Jr/Sr High Sunday the idea that Jesus’ burial wrappings are still around is very exciting to me. In the

late 80s the shroud was allowed to be tested for carbon dating to find out how
long this linen had been around. Much to the surprise to the Catholic Church, who
was allowing it to be tested because of its confidence in its validity, the shroud
dated only back to between the 1300s to 1400s. Of course, this didn't stop some
people in believing that the shroud was still real. Some of those people continued

School class

Recharge
Mondays & Fridays
3:30-5:30 PM.

4th Grade & Up researching, hoping to find a clue as to why the carbon date was off. It paid off.

Starts October 5 Evidence was more recently found that the shroud was actually repaired during that
time period and the part that was tested was contained the newer threads in addi-

Hil tion to the original material.

gidf{f;iig ights It seems like everytime there is stong evidence to disprove the ideas around God
and Jesus, there seems to be new science that says ‘hold up a minute’! Take evolu-
tion for instance: it seems that there is just enough evidence to say creation is possi-

Special ble, but also just enough to make you want to second guess it. There are so many

EVENTS: questions like that. How old is the world? What year was Jesus born? It's hard to
say because there's compelling evidence on every side.

ICTC

Recently, I've been won-
dering if this is actually
on purpose. My ques-

November 20-21

ICTC 2009

tion is, did God make the

evidence so undeciding that it's left up to the indi-
vidual's heart to decide! This then becomes a mat-
ter of faith, not science. Thomas was given a small
compliment followed by a small cut down, because
he had to see to belive. What if all of the evidence
is so ‘half and half because it was designed to be
that way? Many of us know what the truth is, but
for different reasons (laziness, fear, embarassment)
choose to not move forward and take the next step
of faith.

- Michael

focus

November 20 & 21

Peoria Civic Center

Speaker: Jason Epperson
Worship: Led by Kristian Stanfill
Registration: $40 due October 18th

See Michael if you would like to attend.
Visit for more information.



